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Chronology of Bvents of USS SOMans (UDG-34) April 1958 to
February 1968

Narrative of USS SOMERS (DUG=34) April 1966 to February 1968
Documentary Annexee to the History of the UsS sonars {DDG-34 )
April 1965 to February 1908
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1.  In accordance with reference (a), (b} and {c) enclosures (1) through
{3) are forwarded herswith.,

2. ‘[hie material is submitted to oover the perioc that the USs SOHERS (DDG»B&)
Wed out of comnission during convarsion to a guided missile destroyer, Orn
10 February 1944 SOMERS was commispiors i) DOG=34, .

: L e,
(ndall W, YOUN

Copy to:

Chief of Naval Operations {OF20939)
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CREY Was ﬁe- @157 from the ship «it
spe offie LT M., DEMETER, snd &
oificery wio remedned with the ship

detall

Tomversion of the SOMENS to o pulded mlssile destmoyer
war belng carrliasd oudh ot Hunbers Print Site. Som
Francliseco Bay Wawal Sh The sowesroion ineludeg
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Apmant,
end incrense in ithe

August 1967 The nvelovs crew consisting of ulnstr sxperdienced officers
zud petty officers ineluding the Prospective Commanding

Giticar, CDR Pendell ¥, YOUNG, UBN. wzm asserbled al
nrters Folot,
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267 he palunce crow oy remainder of the rew, eonsisting of
two hundred officers and mexn undsr the directior of the
Prospective EgecuSive Officer, LCDR R.H, ATLES, USKN, wes
spsocbled 2t Fleet Training Centesr, S»n DRego, (aliforria
ead undavvent precomaissioning training for a five week
pevioed.
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1Y Movembar 1067 The balance crev moved from Sen Digpo U9 San Freneisceo and
movad 1nbo barracks at the shipyvard.

L Pebrusry 1968 The crew uoved shoard the sh ip 2t Banbers Point
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FORS (D00-34) arrived ab Huniters
&

Nawal “up;;a"d to be pleced out of comndaniox
; a}:‘b:’mu 3 medernizetlion snd conversion propram Wi u‘;"

a1

would conwverd SOMERE from & conwential 2o & guided nissile desiroyer.
m 1Y Apriy 1966, .au’«’Er.S wag placed out of commission. The ship [

was disbanded ‘mq detailed for duty elsewhers with the exesption of one
,;;f icer and twslve senjor petiy officers who wers ecsipned to the cone
earalion detail, This deteil, headed by Lieutenant M, J. Demaster. would
renein with SCME RS thiroughout. the conversion. They wera wap@nsiblw fer
ovEr 'seﬁ“.ng the somversion for Commander, Czﬁluerm{}eatmw oroe, Facifie

Uleety wakling periodic reports and recormendations as they saw 4t

s

i“hcs SATRS e the fourth L’D“#‘BE / DR9LS clsss destrover o be converied

2 gudded miseile destroyer, having been preceded by the USS DECATUR
sbmw:u"};, USS JOHEN PAUL JONES !ﬂmmw‘! and the USS PARSONS (D0G-323). The
sogversion itself wes quite exiensive, cosbting 185.5 m.‘.lmzz dollars, re-
eundring over 170 ,u){‘ men deays of shiprard work, and reguiring over two
yerrs 0 be completsed

Thaagea %o the Wwf'@ﬁh gyetems of the ship dncluded removal of tam
N SR e maumw spd &1L 37/50 pun mownis. A TARTAR surface-to-alr
mis sile system and ASEQ’ anti-submarine vrocket system wers instslled
whizh in conjw zmwz& with the rematining 57/54 pun wount and anti-submarine
torpedo tubss provide SQERS with a versatile, modern weaponis capabilinsy,
To support the new squipment, new slectronics squipment was instelled
including the AN/EPS 4§ thres dimensional radar, the MK 7i missile fire
control direction syatem with associated AN/SPG=51C fire control radar s
and the MK 4 wespens direchion system, In eddition the shinis AN/S50S-23
aonay system was ovarhauled and modernized and a nsw wderwaber fire
contrel gystem, the MK 11k, was added, The ship also received the probe
refueiing Installistion, permitting rapid 2% sez refuweling. and the Fast
ﬁ vtomstio Shuttle Transfer {FAST) systenm for rapid st sea tramsfer of
TARTAR missiles,

)

¢ leea impessoive were bho .hangcs: to the coperations systems during
the cJu%rez*sicm Ninely per cent of .,mz aiﬂi}'ﬂs surer%:’ucmrr-‘ WAy g

gmoved during the conve ::-s-!cn and pebullt 8o thet virtuslly 31] operaticns
spaces wars wevissd. A sodern, enla g(‘ﬁ piltot hovse gnd Combet Informaiion
Centey w*x‘* provided, Cowm p“f”ta'.w new electronlos warfare znd eommmnicstions
installetions consisting of wod hign speed equloment were instailec.

Slvmend was glvsy & i’%n;ruugh overhaul and renowal
' ‘mm @.m«aﬂk‘*’u“"":?.l.y metubsd, To h am iz t,}wa
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areas vere revised b dncluds the letest habitebility featuwrasg
cof wilt dn lockers with the bunks, tables 3n cach berthing sres,
mal locker space in =zach ares, The erew’s dining hall, 290

o and of flcer slaterowes, and lawedyy wers completely mode-

. .
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arrized,

I August 1507, the new crew of the SOERS begen Lo sssenble, A mucleus
srew consisting of experienced officers and pethy oificers reporited vo the
conversion site at Hunleraz Poinl tc oversze the installation of equipment
eboard ship and to provide a2 nucleuws of personnel familiar with the ship
whon the remainder of the crew reporied to the ship. By 30 August thirty
wen in the nuclsus crew had orrived at Humbterg Point to bs followed in
Ssptember by an sdditional sixdy men., n 29 Seplember Com ander Rendall

o YOUNG reported to Hanters Polot sz Trospeciive Comeanding Officer and
agsumed supsrvision of the aucleus cxess,

The remainder of the orew, designated the balance crew and sonsisting
of 200 oflicers and men, assembled at the Fleet Training Centasr in San Disgo
undsr the supervision of the Prospective Executdve Officer, Lieutenant
Commander Rebevt H., AILLS, The balanes ¢rew had assembled by 2 October 1967
and wnderwent a five week precommissioning training period at the Fleel
Training Center on subjlests ranging from seamanship, firefichting, and look-
out. duties te schools on the techmical aspects of operation and maintenancs
of the sophisticated equipment to be installed on SCPERS,

n 10 November 1967, the balance crew moved fo Hunters Point and joined
ths nucleus crew im Laking up temporary residence in a shivysrd berracks,
The entire crew then bogan a perlod of training and ordentsiion eentsred
around the ship, The Christmas and Hew Year Holidays were declared & leave
pericd and numerous orew membsrs took advantage of this opportuniiy te =njoy
holidaye with their familiese,

O 25 Janvary 1562 a Habitebility Inspeciion was conducted on boare ship
% determine 4f the ship wasz ready for ths crew %o wove abcard, Although
coms minop disscrepancles were oubatanding, the ship wee declsred ready for
the crew and on } Februsry the crew moved sboard ehip. Jmmedlately a
concerted effort was conmeneed by 2311 hende (o prepare the ship for come
mlesiondng., A thorough <lesw wp of the ship was acecowplished and several
rehearsale of the sctual commissiening ceremonies wers conductsd during the
tan dey perled pricr i comrdssioning,

In the sarly worning hours of 10 Fobrusry 2968, shipyard workers
traasformed SGERS into a msge of Tad, white, apd blue. The railis frem
bo to stern had been dreped with bunbing, end the weapons directors werd
apilendidly decovated with rosettes. The ship was ready for the sommissicming
CRPTRORYo
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amproma I8, US5 SChudS {(DuG=34) was
sicned {ape ) DBG-3%4, the ensi ard Jeck were hoisted, the

, poeruanl wag broken for the Cirst tdme in nsarly two years,

; Ll wag resdy to xesume Ats duties as Lue newest guided dezile
destroyer in tue flest. ot the wowent of copmissioning, tue ship staged
an lmpreasive andmation dlsplay Ly eyeling the TRIAR missile leunchar,
ASROC launcher, and all radar aubennas. Coumander Randall ii, Young then
read his orders, assuned command, and reported the ship for duty as a unit
of the Cruiser-Destroyer Force, Pacific Fleet. /he crew them manmed the
Ship.

N

A orowd of aprroximate.y 2,000 persons atitended the ceremeny whiich
took place under excel.ant weather conditions. [ne official party foo
the commissioning cermony consisted of Vice idwdral John I. Hayward,
wio was the principal speaker; Rear idumiral Johnm ii. Licuilken, Commander,
San Francisco Bay haval Shipyard; Rear «dauiral Leo B, MceCuddin, Cowmandant,
Twelfth haval District; Captain Bdwerd J. Cunndogs Jr., the firet Commanding
Officer of SOMuURS wien commissioned as DD-947, Captain L.B. Kaysr, Deputy
Shipyard  vommander and bir. Somers Blackuan, o descendent of Lt. stichard
voners, USK, after whom ths ship is named,

General visiting by all guests was permitted foliowing tue ceremeny,
end most of the audience took advantage of the opportunity to tour the
havy®s newest ship. Later in tie afternoon, receptions were held at tha
Officerts Club, and the Enlisted Men's Club for theip respective gussts.
fhere wus a cake cutling ceremony ab the Enlisted iien's Club, and S¥1 J.R.
Davis received the SMMERS? Sailer-of-tre-Vear~iward. This is an award
instigated when SQHERS was first commissioned in 1959 Lo recognize the
sailor who Las contributed the Lost to the suip during the previous year, The
winner receives a ..900 aword from the ship®s sponser, lirs. charles . “ilsen.

rollewing comcissioning, tie BOMIRS began a Fit.ing Lu* Availabilityr
al ilunters Yoint to complete conversicn to a DG, The conversion will bhe
conpleted in Fay 1566. At that time the s:uip will conduct trials on various
weapons systens and shekedown Lraining. fhe SOHSES will be nomeported in
Long Heach; CGalifcrnia.
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Vocumenta ey Annexes Lo the History of ihe USS SOMis {DiG~34)
April 1966 o February 1963

A, Ph@tagraphs of sadip during cLvarsion
Bs Copy of muster rold ang roster of officers 4t the daie gf commissioning
Co Officisl correspondencs associated with Gcmmissioning on 10 February
(1) Comnissioning opder for USS 3Qiugs (DDG~34) from Chief of Nawal
Operatione

(2) Commissioning oFder for US: SOiMaks (DDG34 ) from COMHANDAN ],
welfth havil Districe i

(3) Letter directing vommander Randal) <o Young to aceepl the ship

and report to Uommqndmrp uruisar~Deatroyer Force, Pacific Fleet,
for Fitting Oyt availability

Dy Congratulatory Lessages ang Lottery
(1) Letier frou tie Cihep of Naval Cparaticns
(2) liessage froy UOk.An jep Destroyar Squadron [1iaTag:

B, Biography ana Fhotegweapl, of vonuander Randall We YOUR, Commanding
Officer, Uss samuns (D:Cm3y, )

P. Photographs of commissioning ceremony

Go Commissioning drochure

f£nclosure (3)




